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 The Champion Alumni Hall of Fame Banquet was held Saturday, Nov. 3, 2015 in 

the high school cafeteria. 

 There were five men inducted into the Achievement Hall of Fame for 2015:  Andy 

Barkley, Larry Dueber, Cliff Evans, Gregory Mendenhall, and Stephen Yoder.  There were 

four men inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame:  Channing Jackson, Edward Phillips, 

Chris Villwock & Craig Villwock.  A very nice lunch was served prior to the inductions.  

There were several kinds of sandwiches (pulled pork sliders, chicken salad croissants,Hot 

Dog Shoppe Coneys, and ham and cheese), chips, pretzels, vegetable trays with dip and 

fruit trays with dip, as well as cupcakes.  Tables were spread with white linen tablecloths 

and purple & gold accents which looked very nice.  The room was filled and everyone had 

plenty to eat.  Then the induction ceremony began.                                                             

 Mr. Mike Wilkinson gave the invocation and introduced the presenters for the Ath-

letic Hall of Fame. After these were presented, a 10 minute Break was given so people 

could refresh and walk around.  Russella Carr Cheredar then announced the presenters for 

the achievement inductees.                                                                                                                      

 We can all be proud of these Champion graduates who are now productive mem-

bers of society and doing good things.  Several of the inductees remarked how nice the 

awards banquet was and a few made monetary donations to our cause. 

Hall of Fame Alumni Banquet...by Ruby Ramsey, Treasurer 

Pictured:  Front row:  Edward Phillips ‘51, Cliff Evans ‘67, Channing Jackson - 

Coach, and Larry Dueber ‘67.  Back row:  Christopher Villwock ‘93, Stephen Yoder 

‘94, Andy Barkley ‘ 85, Gregory Mendenhall ‘ 2005, and Craig Villwock ‘93. 



Andy Barkley ‘85   
 Andy is a graduate of Kent State 

University with a degree Business Admin-

istration and Finance.  He and his wife, 

Leslie, have 2 daughters, Mallory and Sa-

mantha.  He was presented by Larry Due-

ber, friend. 

 He is currently V.P. of Compliance 

with Associated School Employees Credit 

Union.  Previously he was V.P. of Opera-

tions for Copperweld Steel Federal Credit 

Union.  He served as Third Ward Council-

man for the City of Warren, Ohio—

Committee Chairman for Strategic Planning, 

Legislation, Education & Public Utilities.  He 

received the Mahoning Valley Young Pro-

fessionals “40 Under 40” Award. He was 

Incorporator and Executive Board member 

for Trumbull Neighborhood Partnership, 

Inc.; Ex-Officio Advisor for City of Warren 

Strategic Planning Resident Advisory Coun-

cil; Past Board Member of Trumbull One-

Hundred, Inc. (creator and chair of the com-

munity mini-grant program); Past President 

and Executive Board member of the Fine 

Arts Council of Trumbull County; Past 

Chairman of the City of Warren Parks Advi-

sory Committee; City of Warren HUD Com-

munity Development Grant Disbursement 

Committee; appointee to Wean Founda-

tion’s Community Wealth Building Advisory 

Committee; charter member of Regional 

Chamber of Commerce Government Affairs 

Committee.  He has volunteered annually 

for Junior Achievement’s Financial Starting 

Points student education series. 

 Favorite memories include: march-

ing with band at 1982 World’s Fair & at Fri-

day night football games under the lights, 

Physics Olympics, and discussions in Mr. 

Jackson’s history class that led to his career 

in politics. 

  

Larry Dueber ‘67 

 Larry graduated with honors from 

Champion High and Kent State University. 

enthusiastic and excited to be there to 

support their family and friends. Having 

the event at Champion High School 

brought back many good memories for 

all those in attendance.                                   

Russ Cheredar  ‘62 

Thanks for the support…. 

Thank you to all who worked so hard to 

make the 2015 Champion Achievement/

Athletic Hall of Fame a rousing success.  

The honorees and their families were 

A Message from the President…                                    

    by Russella Cheredar…’62 
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 Champion Alumni   
Association   Core    
Committee 2015 

Phyllis Emery Berlic  ‘48 

Russella Carr Cheredar  ‘62 

Nancy Weir Countryman   ‘65 

Carolee Beard Fowler   ’57     

Shirley Howard Horsley  ‘55 

Jack Mahan  ‘62 

Skipp Maynor  ‘62 

Rebecca Mahan Miller  ‘97 

Kay Wolfe O’Donnell ‘67 

Stan Petrick  ‘67 

Ruby Kinnison Ramsey  ‘55 

Edie Haines Sampson  ‘48 

Roger Samuelson  ‘55 

Robert Snyder   ’66   

Carolyn Stear  ’66  

Ruth Kiser Van Sice  ‘58 

Darlene Durst Vasbinder  ‘67 

Kay Dueber Verch  ’69   

T. Michael Wilkinson  ‘65 

Michele Dicks Yartz  ’60  

“A healthy                 
attitude is              

contagious, but 
don’t wait to catch 
it from others.  Be a 

carrier.” 

 `Anonymous 

  MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 

1.  New 2015 Members of Champion Hall of Fame 

“Happiness is an 

attitude.  We either 

make ourselves 

miserable, or hap-

py and strong.  

The amount of  

work is the same.” 

While at CHS, he was president of the Na-

tional Honor Society, attended Buckeye 

Boys State and lettered in both basketball 

and golf.  He was named All-League and All-

County in basketball his senior year.  He 

played on the very first basketball team that 

Kent Trumbull Branch ever had in 1968-69. 

 Larry taught social studies for New-

ton Falls Schools for 30 years (20 yrs. New-

ton Falls High and 10 yrs. junior high). He 

served as President of the Newton Falls 

Teachers Association.  The past 15 years he 

has substituted, mainly at Champion High. 

 He was a member of the Northwest 

Neighborhood Association in the City of War-

ren for 6 years serving on several commit-

tees established by Warren City Council.  He 

was a member of the “Care Crew” at Cham-

pion Central Elementary School—a safety 

patrol group that greets students and parents 

on arrival and departure from school.  He 

sings the National Anthem at many venues 

in the area. 

 Larry and his spouse, Debbie Lovas, 

raised three children: Adam, Dennis and 

Cristina.  He is the son of Ted and Alice 

Dueber.  He was presented by Kay Verch, 

his sister. 

 His best memories are of the 

wonderful teachers and great coaches 

he was blessed to have while at Cham-

pion.   

 

Cliff Evans  ‘67 

 After high school Cliff joined the 

United States Marine Corps, where he 

graduated 1st in his class from commu-

nications school in San Diego, CA.  He 

received the non-combat Meritorious 

Mast Award. 

 He received numerous degrees 

from Kent State University—2 associ-

ates degrees, a bachelor’s and a mas-

ter’s. He also completed Ohio State 
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Highway Patrol Academy School 

in 1974, Ohio Peace Officer 

Training Academy, Police Execu-

tive Leadership College (Class 

President in 1974) and over 150 

professional seminars, work-

shops, and training sessions.  

 Cliffs retired as a Captain 

with the Warren Police Dept. in 

1997. He received 56 letters of 

commendation, numerous city 

and county level awards and a 

lifetime achievement award from 

the Trumbull County homicide 

investigation & prosecution unit. 

 From 1997-2013 Cliff 

worked for the Ohio Attorney 

General’s Office, Bureau of Crimi-

nal Identification & Investigation. 

He attained appointment as Spe-

cial Agent in Charge of Northern 

Ohio—received 3 distinguished 

service and 1 unit awards. 

 Mr. Evans has been a 

sought after speaker many times 

in his career, from the Ohio Attor-

ney General’s Law Enforcement 

Conference to being a law en-

forcement ambassador from Ohio 

for Rotary International to New 

Zealand in 1982.  He logged over 

800 public speaking engage-

ments—including radio, televi-

sion, personal appearances and 

print interviews.  He has re-

searched, written and implement-

ed many city-wide programs, in-

cluding:  “Child Identification Pro-

gram”, “Self Defense for Women 

Program”, “City Block Watch Pro-

gram”, “Police Clergy Program”, 

“WPD Bike Patrol Program” and 

several others. 

 He is the son of Jack & 

Ann Evans, and has 1 son, Chris-

topher. He was presented by Kay 

O’Donnell.                                                       

 His thoughts, “Thank you 

CHS—you gave me something 

that cannot be bought, the foun-

dation on which I am built, the 

roadmap to my life & keys to my 

future.” 

Gregory Mendenhall ‘05 
 CHS and Gallaudet University 

gave Greg his path to knowledge.  He 

has numerous degrees from Gallau-

det University (Bachelor’s 2009), Uni-

versity of Minnesota (Master’s Special 

Education 2012), Minnesota  State 

and University of Dayton (Principal’s 

Licensure Program 2015.  He has 

been a Dean’s Scholar, President’s 

Scholar Scholarship recipient, Cum 

Laude multiple semesters, and re-

ceived the Fantastic First Year Stu-

dent Award.  

 Currently Greg is the tran-

sition High School Principal for the 

Ohio School for the Deaf in Co-

lumbus, Ohio.  He has developed 

and implemented policies, pro-

grams and scheduling of classes, 

supervised and facilitated the ad-

ministration of Ohio’s statewide 

assessments for high school stu-

dents, recruited, selected & 

trained teachers in the 9-12 pro-

gram and planned professional 

development for teachers, aides, 

and clerical staff. 

 He is a member of:  Na-

tional Assn. of the Deaf, National 

Assn. of Secondary School Princi-

pals, Conference of Educational 

Administrators of Schools & Pro-

grams for the Deaf, Ohio Assn. of 

Secondary School Administrators, 

Ohio Assn. of the Deaf and Board 

member of Deaf Services Center 

in Columbus.                                             

Greg is the son of Charles and 

Ann Mendenhall.  He and his 

spouse, Kallie, have 2 children:  

Bladen and Presley.   
 
Stephen Yoder ‘94 

 Steve was a member of 

National Honor Society and Ski 

Club while at CHS.  He graduated 

in the top ten in his class.  He 

graduated from Grove City Col-

lege in 1998 (B.S. in Molecular 

Biology & B.A. in Spanish); then 

went on to law school graduating 

from George Washington Univ. 

Law School with J.D. in 2002.  

He is licensed to practice law be-

fore the U.S. Patent & Trade Of-

fice as well as in Maryland and 

Washington, D.C.  His interests 

after working in a D.C. law firm led 

him to a career as an intellectual 

property strategist and executive 

manager in the life sciences/health 

care sector.  He moved to Germa-

ny, holding several leadership po-

sitions over an 8 year period. He 

joined Pieris Pharmaceuticals as 

CEO...where he built the business, 

took the company public on 

NASDAQ, and has moved the cor-

porates headquarters to Boston, 

MA.  He is currently President of 

Pieris and a member of the Board 

of Directors. 

 Pieris is a biotechnology 

company working on treatments 

for curing cancer, asthma and 

anemia as a replacement for 

chemotherapy and radiation. 

 Steve has a deep Christian 

faith and has served as an Elder 

at his church.  He and his wife, 

Heather, are active supporters of 

Young Life and Intercultural Minis-

tries.  Steve and Heather are the 

parents of 2 children: Brenner & 

Sawyer.  He is the son of Vern & 

Debbie Yoder. 

 

Channing Jackson –Coach 

 Mr. Jackson was a coach 

and teacher for 38 years for 

Champion Schools.  He was a 

head varsity coach in 4 sports: 

Tennis, Volleyball, Girls Basketball 

and Girls Softball.  He coached 3 

sports a year for 25 years. 

 He graduated from Kent 

State University with a B.S. in Ed-

ucation (Dean’s List) and taught 

social studies as well as life les-

sons to numerous students and 

athletes.  His excellent fundamen-

tal coaching was the main reason 

for his success, as well as the 

coaches he assisted thru the 

years.  His players regarded him 

mentor. 



as a trusted friend & honored 

mentor.  He has a knack for teach-

ing and commanding respect. His 

sense of humor kept even the 

most tedious moments interesting 

and less stressful. 

 Between 1980 and 1990, 

as JV Girls Basketball coach, his 

teams won every JV League 

Championship or tied for 1st 

place.  His teams won 12 JV 

league softball championships.  

He coached football for 15 years, 

and tennis for 12 years.  He was 

on the coaching staff for 23 teams 

that played for the state softball 

championships, including the 

years Jackie Beavers pitched. 

 He was recognized for 

both basketball and softball by the 

Trumbull County Coaches Assn. 

at the BEST JV Coach.  He was 

honored by students at Champion 

High by being chosen as a Top 

Ten Favorite Teacher.  He retired 

after 37.5 years as a Champion 

social studies teacher.   

 Channing and his wife, 

Cindy, live in Howland, Ohio.  He 

was presented by Randy Ford, a 

former student, player and friend. 

 His nominator stated: 

“Channing Jackson was as devot-

ed to Champion athletes as they 

were to him.  He coached basket-

ball, tennis, softball, and volleyball; 

all for more than 10 years each.  

Channing was an excellent coach, 

devoted teacher, and treasured 

friend.”                                                                            

 

Edward Phillips ‘ 51 
 Ed Phillips played sports 

under Coach Ray Sweeney for 

only 2 years of high school—1949 

through 1951, but he really made 

the most of those 2 years!  He 

showed himself to be a truly out-

standing athlete during 1949-

1951.  He played on the 1949-50 

basketball team that holds the rec-

ord for being the winningest team 
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In school history with a 26-1 rec-

ord .  That team had the longest 

winning streak and the record win-

ning percentage.  In 1950-51 dur-

ing 23 games he scored 278 

points (12 points per game aver-

age) and was high point man in 

the tournament with 27 and 23 

points. News accounts mentioned 

“Eddie Phillips stealing the show 

with 27 points!” That year he was 

selected 1st Team All-County with 

the 2nd highest number of selec-

tion votes in the county. His teams 

accomplishments were T.I.A. 

Champions in 1950 and T.I.A. Co-

Champions in 1951, and Section B 

Champs in 1950. 

 He also lettered in baseball 

with batting averages of 340 in his 

junior year and 500 in his senior 

year.  He was lead off batter and 

played 2nd and 3rd bases. 

 He went on to play inde-

pendent baseball and basketball 

after graduation and was re-

nowned for his abilities in both 

sports.  In 1953 he joined the U.S. 

Army serving until 1955. 

 He worked for American 

Welding, retiring after 42 years.  

He is the son of George and Cecil-

ia Filopovich.  He is a member of 

the Cortland Church of Christ.  He 

resides in Champion with his wife, 

Fayette.  They have two children: 

Pamela Wildman and Stephen E. 

Phillips, and 2 grandchildren:  Ni-

colas and Kristopher Wildman. 

 Ed was presented by his 

grandson, Kris Wildman. 

 

Christopher Villwock ‘93 

 Chris was all sports at 

Champion High School  - he 

played football as quarterback (3 

year letterman), basketball (3 year 

letterman), and baseball as pitcher 

(3 year letterman). In football, he 

was named All-TAC 8 League, All-

County, and 2nd Team All State.  

In basketball he was Co-MVP of 

the 1992/1993 season, All-TAC 8 

League, All-County, 17.9 points 

per game, 889 career points, and 

a candidate for Trumbull County 

Basketball Player of the Year.  His 

senior year he was the captain of 

the football, basketball and base-

ball teams. 

 He graduated from Du-

quesne University in Pittsburgh in 

1997 with a Bachelor of Science in 

Education.  While there he played 

on the Duquesne baseball team.  

His freshman year he attended 

Westminster College to play foot-

ball (quarterback and running 

back).  

 Chris is co-owner with his 

brother, Craig, of TLC Insurance 

Group, Inc. and TLC Wealth, Inc.  

The corporations are nationally 

recognized and have won numer-

ous award in the industry.  They 

manage over 1,000 licensed 

agents, many of them from the 

Warren and Champion area.   

 Chris is the son of Frank 

(deceased) and Pat Villwock.  He 

and his wife, Rhonda, are raising 3 

girls—Grace, Baylee, and Chloe in 

Howland, Ohio.   

 He was presented by Gar-

ry Rowland, his former basketball 

coach at Champion High School. 

 His best memory of high 

school is of the Lakeview-

Champion baseball game his sen-

ior year where he hit two home 

runs, pitched a no-hitter, and 

struck out 18 all in the same 

game. 

 

Craig Villwock ‘93 

 At Champion High School, 

Craig was a member of the Na-

tional Honor Society.  He was a 4 

sport letterman.  In football (3 year 

letterman) he was MVP in the 

1992 season, All-TAC 8 League, 

All County, and All-State and held 

the sack record in a season (18). 

In basketball Craig was a starter 



Champion High School Band in 1953—Mr. Rice, Director 

Pictured above:  Class of 1955  - 7th & 8th grade basketball players and cheerleaders 

with Sherm Crowe—Coach. 

Cheerleaders L-R: Marilyn Berkhouse, Jeanne Hoerig, Ruby Kinnison, Janice Baker, 
Judy McCombs. 

2nd row: Dick Bickel, Butch Taylor, Frank Cykon, Dean Haines, Joe Markovich, Harold 
Ady, Dick Urbancik 

3rd row: Sherm Crowe, Bob Caldwell, Jim Ramsey, Dave Miller, Jim Bacorn, David 
Prebish 

4th row: George Jeffers, Jim McCullough, John Hall, Gus Miller 

Memberships in the Champion Alumni Association are our primary means of 
collecting funds to award  scholarship & hold the Hall of Fame inductions.  
Please encourage alumni you know to join our association. 

(3 year letterman), All-TAC 8 

League, All-County, and Honora-

ble Mention All State.  In track, he 

went to State track meet  for the 

300 meter hurdles—39.2 seconds, 

which is still the record for both the  

district and Champion High 

School.  In baseball, he was a 2 

year letterman.   

 His senior year, the football 

team and the basketball team 

were both league champions.  He 

was 1992 Player of the Year nomi-

nee for Football and MVP of the 

team.  In basketball he was MVP 

of the 1993 team and Trumbull 

County nominee for the 1993 Ath-

lete of the Year.  

 Craig graduated from 

Westminster College in 1997 with 

a Bachelor’s Degree in Business.  

While at Westminster, he was 

named a 3 time “All-American”  

Defensive End, was Captain of the 

football team, and was named 

MVP of the National Champion-

ship Game in 1994 with 4 sacks.  

His Westminster College team 

won the 1994 National Champion-

ship.  In 2007 Craig was inducted 

into the Westminster College 

Sports Hall of Fame. 

 Craig is co-owner of 2 na-

tionally recognized corporations 

with his brother, Chris.  Both TLC 

Wealth, Inc. and TLC Insurance 

Group, Inc. have won numerous 

awards in the industry.  They man-

age over 1,000 agents—many 

from Warren and Champion.  

 Craig and his wife, 

Rachael, have 2 daughters: Rylie, 

and Caylie, and live in Howland, 

Ohio.  Craig is the son of Frank 

(deceased) and Pat Villwock.  He 

was presented by Garry Rowland, 

former coach at CHS.  

 His favorite memory of 

CHS is of “all the sports activities 

and the lifelong friendships with 

members of those teams”.  
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FLASH BACK...DO YOU 
REMEMBER WHEN? 

 
Phone: 330 847-2338—Carolyn Stear 

Fax: 330 847-2336 
 

E-mail: carolyn.stear@neomin.org 
Ruby Ramsey at wanderer02@aol.com 

 
School Web Page: www.championlocal.org 

Click on Alumni Association 

Bridging the Past into the Future 
 

The Champion Alumni 

Association 
 

Membership Application for the Champion Alumni Association, Inc. 

Make checks payable to:  THE CHAMPION ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. 

“Those were the days my friend, I thought they’d never end…” 

Send to Carolyn Stear, Champion Alumni Assocation-5759 Mahoning Ave. NW, Warren, OH  44483, FAX:  330 847-2336, PH: 330 847-2338 

Name____________________________________ Maiden Name__________________ Class Year_______Email_______________________ 

 Street_____________________________________________________________________________ City____________________________  

State____________________________ Zip _________________ Phone ____________________________ 

Comments: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Yearly Membership-($10)   Number of years _____ @ $10 = ___________ 

  I wish to become a Life Member.  Enclosed is my check for $100.00. 

  I am 65 years old or older.   I understand my life membership contribution is $50.00, check enclosed. 

  Other donation $             You can help by supporting your Alumni Association through financial gifts both large and small. 

Life membership includes: Donor’s 
name permanently inscribed on Life 
Member Plaque displayed at CHS, 
laminated Membership Card and 
future issues of newsletters sent to 
your address.  Your name will be listed 
in a future issue of The Flash Back 
Newsletter upon becoming a member 
of the Champion Alumni Association. 

Champion Senior Citizens’ News 

May 1954—1st Prom Held at Champion High 

“Merry Christmas to Everyone!” 

The Champion Schools’ Senior Citizens 

Advisory Council and Champion Middle 

School hosted the “FALL FEST” on Oct. 

22, 2015.  Rotary 2015 Senior Citizen 

of the Year award went to Roger Samu-

elson, a 1955 graduate of Champion 

High School.  Roger is a member of the 

Champion Board of Education and a 

trustee for the Champion Alumni Associ-

ation.  

First prom (at Central gym) was spon-

sored by the Junior Class (graduating 

class of 1955) instead of the New York 

City Trip usually taken. Band selected 

and on stage is:  The   Melody Kats.                                


